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KOMAR & MELAMID 
SOVIET DISSIDENT ARTISTS VISIT UNITED STATES FOR FIRST TIME TO OPEN 
EXHIBITION OF NEW WORK AT FELDMAN GALLERY OCTOBER 5 THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 11, 1978 
 
RECEPTION TO MEET THE ARTISTS: OCTOBER 5th – 5 – 7 PM 
 
Vitaly Komar and Alexander Melamid, the two-man team of Soviet satirical artists, will exhibit new work at the 
Feldman Gallery. 
 
Concurrently, the Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, Connecticut, will exhibit earlier work from September 28 to 
November 27, their first museum exhibition in the United States. 
 
Although censored in Russia for its satirical attacks on Soviet repression, their early work was smuggled out of 
Russia for two New York exhibitions, which received international press coverage. The artists, after great 
difficulty, were allowed to emigrate to Israel in 1977 where they resumed work. Thus, although Komar and 
Melamid have received worldwide acclaim, this exhibition will be the first that they themselves will have the 
opportunity to see. 
 
Their new work continues the witty and biting humor for which Komar and Melamid have become world famous. 
 
One series consists of portraits of world political leaders with their right ears cut off, painted in the style of Van 
Gogh. 
 
In their most recent work, a telegram sent to Chancellor Helmut Schmidt announces their first TERR-ART MAGIC 
ASSAULT in which they, Komar and Melamid, take the responsibility for the September 3fd earthquake in 
Germany. 
 
In addition, the artists have devised a new religious system with themselves, together, constituting "The 
Thirteenth Prophet." A major portion of this piece involved the creation of the KOMAR/MELAMID Temple and its 
consequent destruction, which took place in Jerusalem as an art performance with audience and press coverage. 
The gallery will exhibit sacred texts, icons, and such preserved relics as electric halos (with batteries), aprons 
actually worn by the prophets, remnants of the destroyed temple, and a tin for charity collections. 
 
Having journeyed to Crete as archaeologists, Komar and Melamid will exhibit their findings from the Golden Age 
including the actual skeleton of the Minotaurus whose body bears a remarkable resemblance to the human 
skeleton but who head suggests that of a large water buffalo. 
 
In the paw and ink drawings titled Stool and Bone, the artists have been joined by a third collaborator – Bobby, a 
black mongrel. 
 
In another piece, the artists have devised a "Fun Game" for children consisting of specially designed building 
blocks. One illustrated possibility of the game's potential for developing children's powers of self expression while 
at the same time satisfying their instinctive urge to build includes a complicated scaffold from which two stuffed 
animals hang by their necks. 
 
For adults, the artists have invented the System for Rotation of Jasper Johns Prints. A Johns print is inserted 
(carefully) in what looks like a gigantic paper clip; buttons are pressed; the mechanism moves swiftly; and the 
spectator sits back to enjoy. Caution is advised to avoid irreversible damage to the System or the print.) 
 



 
Finally, the artists have invented a better flyswatter based on the principle of crushing a fly between the book 
covers of a Sadat or Dayan autobiography. 
 
On Thursday evening, October 5th, there will be a reception for the artists at the Feldman Gallery from 5-7 PM to 
which the public is invited. 
 


