
 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 
RICHARD ROSS 
 
1947 Born in New York, NY 
1967 Bachelor of Arts, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 
1973 Master of Fine Arts, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
1977 Professor at University of California, Santa Barbara 
 
Lives and works in Santa Barbara, California.  
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2015 Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, 

The Photography of Richard Ross, April 8 – 10. 
Augustana Teaching Museum of Art, Augustana College, Rock Island, IL, Juvenile in 

Justice, March 9 – April 18. 
 Stedman Gallery, Rutgers-Camden Center for the Arts, Rutgers University, Camden, NJ, 

Juvenile in Justice: Photographs by Richard Ross, March 4 – April 22. 
 World Congress of Juvenile Justice, Geneva, Switzerland, Juvenile-in-Justice, January 26 
– 

30. 
 Figge Art Museum, Davenport, IA, Girls-in-Justice, January 17 – March 15. 
 Sarah Moody Gallery of Art, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL, Juvenile-in-Justice: 

Photographs by Richard Ross, January 8 – February 8. 
 

2014  Art Museum at the University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, Juvenile-in-Justice, September 
20 

– November 26. 
Senate Rotunda Gallery, US Capitol, Washington D.C., Juvenile-in-Justice, September 8 – 

12. 
Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation, Powell, WY, Juvenile-in-Justice, May 1 – June 30. 
Harvard Law School, Wasserstein Hall, Cambridge, MA, Juvenile-in-Justice, March 21 – 

April 11. 
Herron Galleries, Indianapolis, Indiana, Juvenile-in-Justice, February 28 – April 17. 

 Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, Georgia, Juvenile-in-Justice, February 17. 
Woody Gaddis Gallery, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmund, Oklahoma, Juvenile-in 

Justice, February 12 – March 12. 
 Ulrich Museum of Art, Wichita State University, Wichita, KS, Juvenile-in-Justice, January 
25 

– April 13.  
 Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, RI, Architecture of Authority/Juvenile-in-
Justice, 

January 18 – 27. 
 Georgia State Judges and CWLS Conference, Waverly, GA, Juvenile-in-Justice. 
 National Conference on Crime Prevention, Karisruhe, Germany, Juvenile-in-Justice. 
 
2013  Crane Art Icebox Project Space, Philadelphia, PA, Juvenile-in-Justice, November 8 –  

December 12. 
Centre d'Action Laïque, Charleroi, Belgium, Juvenile-in-Justice, March 18 – April 5. 
Anzenberger Gallery, Vienna, Austria, Juvenile-in-Justice, March 14 – April 25. 
Ronald Feldman Gallery, New York, New York, Juvenile-in-Justice, January 5 – February  

16. 



 

 

 
2012 Gage Gallery, Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois, Juvenile-in-Justice, September 13 –  

December 12. 
Nevada Museum of Art, Reno, Nevada, Juvenile-in-Justice, August 25 – November 11. 
Kennesaw State University, Atlanta, Georgia, Juvenile-in-Justice, October 9 – November 1. 
Paris West University Nanterre, Paris, France, Juvenile-in-Justice, June 2012. 
 

2009 National Building Museum, Washington, DC, Architecture of Authority, April 18 – August 
16. 
 
2008 Nerman Museum, Kansas City, Kansas, Architecture of Authority, September 27 –  

December 13. 
Aperture Gallery, New York, New York, Architecture of Authority, May 22 – July 19. 
 

2007 ACME Gallery, Los Angeles, California, Architecture of Authority, June 30 – July 28. 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2012 School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, Opening the Black Box: the Charge  

Is Torture, October 4 – December 21. 
USC Fisher Museum of Art, Los Angeles, California, Sight Specific: LACPS and the Politics  

of Community, January 11 – April 7. 
 
2011 Sun Valley Center for the Arts, Ketchum, Idaho, Awkward Stage: Adolescence and Identity,  

October 7 – December 2. 
 
2010 John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, Wisconsin, Animal Instinct: Allegory, 

Allusion,  
& Anthropomorphism, October 17 – June 5, 2011. 

Tate Modern, London, England, Exposed, May 28 – October 3. 

Catharine Clark Gallery, San Francisco, California, Teen Age: You Just Don’t Understand,  
August 28 – September 25. 

 
2009 Santa Monica Museum of Art, Los Angeles, California, Incognito, May 2. 
 
2008 New York Art Fair, New York, New York, PULSE, March 27 – 30. 
 
2007 San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, California, Surveillance. 
   
SELECT PUBLICATIONS & INTERVIEWS 
(* indicates articles pertaining solely to the artist) 
2015 Fritz, Mike. “Photo Essay: Life Inside a Juvenile Detention Center for Girls.” PBS, March 

17, 2015. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/girls-justice/  
Pendleton, Drew. “Photo Exhibit Showcases Teenage Prisoners.” The Crimson White, 

January 13, 2015. http://www.cw.ua.edu/article/2015/01/photo-exhibit-showcases-
teenage-prisoners  

 Scanlon, John. “At Rutgers-Camden: Growing Up Behind Bars.” Courier-Post, April 5, 
2015. http://www.courierpostonline.com/story/life/2015/04/05/kids-behind-bars-
camden/25322009/  

Staff. “Stunning Photos Shine Light to Barbaric Practice of Imprisoning Children.” Uprising 
with Sonali, April 30, 2015. http://uprisingradio.org/home/2015/04/30/stunning-
photos-shine-light-to-barbaric-practice-of-imprisoning-children/ 

Teicher, Jordan G. “What It’s Like to Be a Girl in America’s Juvenile Justice System.” Slate,  
April 26 2015. http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2015/04/26/richard_ 
ross_photographs_girls_in_the_juvenile_justice_system_in_his_book.html 

Winant, Carmen. “Inside America’s Juvenile-Detention System.” TIME, May 26 2015.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/girls-justice/
http://www.cw.ua.edu/article/2015/01/photo-exhibit-showcases-teenage-prisoners
http://www.cw.ua.edu/article/2015/01/photo-exhibit-showcases-teenage-prisoners
http://www.courierpostonline.com/story/life/2015/04/05/kids-behind-bars-camden/25322009/
http://www.courierpostonline.com/story/life/2015/04/05/kids-behind-bars-camden/25322009/
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2015/04/30/stunning-photos-shine-light-to-barbaric-practice-of-imprisoning-children/
http://uprisingradio.org/home/2015/04/30/stunning-photos-shine-light-to-barbaric-practice-of-imprisoning-children/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2015/04/26/richard_%20ross_photographs_girls_in_the_juvenile_justice_system_in_his_book.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2015/04/26/richard_%20ross_photographs_girls_in_the_juvenile_justice_system_in_his_book.html


 

 

http://time.com/3864814/juveniles-in-justice-richard-ross/ 
 

2014 *Adams, Michael Anthony. “Richard Ross trains lens on incarcerated kids.” Indy Star. 
March  

4, 2014. http://www.indystar.com/story/entertainment/arts/2014/03/03/richard-ross-
trains-lens-on-incarcerated-kids-/6000981/ 

*Berfanger, Rebecca. “Our juvenile justice system, photo by photo.” NUVO. March 5, 2014.  
http://www.nuvo.net/indianapolis/visualizing-juvenile-inmates-one-photo-at-a-
time/Content?oid=2778478#.UxuPb_ldUfh 

Fancher, Lou. “Professor: No justice for juvenile suspects, and the system needs 
changes.”  

Contra Costa Times. January 29, 2014.  
http://www.contracostatimes.com/lafayette/ci_25019153/professor-no-justice-
juvenile-suspects-and-system-needsR 

Herkommer, Lindsey. “Art: Looking Forward To 2014.” KMUW Wichita Public Radio. 
January  

8, 2014. http://kmuw.org/post/art-looking-forward-2014 
*Leblanc, Aileen.  “Behind 'Juvenile In Justice': A Discussion With Photographer Richard  

Ross.” KMUW Wichita Public Radio. February 28, 2014. 
http://kmuw.org/post/behind-juvenile-justice-discussion-photographer-richard-ross 

*Messick, Taylor. “Juvenile detention photographer speaks in Ulrich.” The Sunflower.  
February 7, 2014. http://www.thesunflower.com/news/article_6cbdd5da-9023-

11e3- 
af40-0017a43b2370.html 

 
2013 * Cotter, Holland. “Richard Ross: ‘Juvenile-in-Justice.’” The New York Times, January 31,  

2013. http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/01/arts/design/richard-ross-juvenile-in- 
justice.html?_r=1& 

*Fuchs, Erin. “Photographer Spends 24 Hours In An ‘Isolation Cell’ Meant For Kids.”  
Business Insider. June 7, 2013. http://www.businessinsider.com/richard-ross-
spends-time-in-juvenile-solitary-2013-6 

*McCarthy, Katy. “Richard Ross to document 24 hours in an isolation cell.” Juvenile-in- 
Justice. May 6, 2013. http://www.juvenile-in-justice.com/richard-ross-to-document-
24-hours-in-an-isolation-cell 

*McCray, Rebecca. “Photographs That Go Inside America’s Troubled Juvenile Justice  
System.” The Narrator, January 24, 2013. 
http://narrator.nywriterscoalition.org/2013/01/photographs-that-go-inside-americas-
troubled-juvenile-justice-system/ 

*Mechanic, Michael.  “Wine, Cheese and Lawyers to Help You Clean Up Your Rap Sheet.”  
Mother Jones, December 2, 2013.   
 http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/12/richard-ross-roberto-lugo-mat-
tomezsko-philadelphia-art-exhibit-expungement 

*Schiller, Jakob. “Bad Food, a Bible, and a Blanket: 24 Hours in Juvenile Solitary  
Confinement.” Wired. June 4, 2013. http://www.wired.com/rawfile/2013/06/24-
hours-in-isolation/ 

Shuster, Robert. “Arresting Images: Richard Ross, Andy Kaufman, Natasza Niedziolka.” 
The  

Village Voice, January 23, 2013. http://www.villagevoice.com/2013-01- 
23/art/arresting-images-richard-ross-andy-kaufman-natasza-niedziolka/ 

*Staff. “Goings On About Town: Art.”  The New Yorker, January 18,   2013.  
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/events/art/richard-ross-feldman 

*Staff. “Galleries – Downtown: Short List.” The New Yorker (January 21, 2013): 11, 14. 
 *Staff. “Richard Ross Exhibition in New York.” Harper’s Magazine. January 29, 2013.  

http://harpers.org/blog/2013/01/richard-ross-exhibition-in-new-york/. 
*Staff. “Soho.” Time Out New York, no. 891 (January 17-23, 2013): 40. 
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http://www.thesunflower.com/news/article_6cbdd5da-9023-11e3-
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2012 *The Associated Press. “Juvenile In Justice: Jailed Youths Photo Exhibit.” The New York  
Times Online. October 25, 2012. http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2012/10/25/ 

arts/ap‐us‐juvenile‐jails‐photo. 
*Brook, Pete. “Uncompromising Photos Expose Juvenile Detention in America.” Wired.  

April 11. 
Currier, Cora. “Land of the Free: the Best Investigative Reporting on U.S Prisons.”  

ProPublica, June 29, 2012. 
*Farrington, Dana. “An Unusual Glimpse Behind Bars: Juveniles in the Justice System.”  

NPR. February 6. 
*Fritz, Mike and Brown, April. “Juvenile Education: Inside a Confined World.” PBS  

Newshour: February 2.  
*Gunja, Arwa. “Juvenile Justice Through the Lends of Photographer Richard Ross.” The  

Takeaway. April 17. 
*Martinez, Edicio. “’Juvenile in Justice’ Photo Project Captures Kids Behind Bars.” CBS  

News, 48 Hours Mystery. May 3. 
*Oliver, Christine. “Children Behind Bars: US Young Offenders – interactive.” The  

Guardian. November 9, 2012. http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/ 
2012/nov/09/us-crime-usa. 

*Ross, Richard. “In Focus: Juvenile Injustice.” Harper’s Magazine. September 26, 2011.  
http://harpers.org/blog/2011/09/in-focusjuvenile-injustice/. 

*Shapiro, Eliza. "In 'Juvenile In Justice,' Children Caught in America's Prison System,”  
Newsweek's The Daily Beast, October 21.  

*Sekoff, Hallie. “’Juvenile In Justice’: Richard Ross’ Photographs Provide A Thoughtful  
Glimpse Into The Young World Behind Bars. The Huffington Post, September 22,  
2012, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/09 /22/juvenile-in-
justicericha_n_1889058.html. 
 

2011 Annie E. Casey Foundation, images used in report: “No Place for Kids-The Case for  
Reducing Juvenile Incarceration.” 

Campaign for Youth Justice, images in report: “Misguided Measures.” 
Docuthesis, images used in report: “Dr. Elizabeth Cauffman: Adolescent Development &  

Juvenile Justice.” 
Ella Baker Center, images used in campaign: “Books Not Bars.” 
Equal Justice Initiative, images used in printed campaign publication and on EJI website. 
*Ross, Richard. “Photo Essay: Juvenile Injustice.” Harper’s Magazine. September 26. 

 
2009 *Dietsch, Deborah K. “Control Rooms – California Photographer Examines Settings of  

Power Plays,” The Washington Times. April 26. 
McQuaid, Cate. “The Artist Outlines, the Viewer Fills in.” The Boston Globe. October 14. 
*Staff. “In Stark Authority, Artist Asks the Tough Questions.” The Washington Post. May 
21, 2009. 

 
2008 *Axline, Keith. “Inside the Architecture of Authority.” Wired, May 29, 2008. 
 
2007 *Staff. “Photo Books of 2007: Architecture of Authority.” Photo District News. 

Vanderbilt, Tom. “Best of 2007.” ARTFORUM, December 2007. 

 
 
MONOGRAPHS 
 
2015 Girls in Justice, Forward by Marian Wright Edelman, Image of Justice Press. 
2012 Juvenile in Justice. Forward by Ira Glass, Essay by Bart Lubow, Self-Published. 
2007 Architecture of Authority. Essay by John R. MacArthur, Aperture Press. 
2004 Waiting For The End Of The World. Essay by Sarah Vowell, Princeton Architectural Press. 
2001 Gathering Light. Intro by Dave Hickey, UNM Press. 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2012/10/25/
http://harpers.org/blog/2011/09/in-focusjuvenile-injustice/


 

 

1990  Museology. Intro by Marcia Tucker, Aperture Press. 
 
SELECT LECTURES AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

 

2015 Figge Museum of Art, Davenport, Iowa 

Hammer Museum, with Peter Sellars, Human Faces in the American Juvenile Justice 

Gulag 

International Juvenile Justice Conference, Geneva, Switzerland 

Ohio State University, Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity and Moritz 

School of Law, Columbus, Ohio, (Keynote), April 9. 

Painted Bride Art Center, Philadlphia, PA 
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, Girls in Justice: Gender, Mass Incarceration and 

Journalism Today, March 24. 

RISD, Providence, R.I. 

University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon  

 

2014 Art Museum at the University of Memphis, Memphis, TN, Artist Lecture, September 19. 

Boston College, School of Law, Newtown, Massachusetts, Juvenile-in-Justice, March 24. 

California State University, Long Beach, California  

 Georgia State Judges and CWLS Confwerence, Waverly, Georgia  

Harvard University Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, March 25. 

Hernon Museum, University of Purdue and Inidana University, Indianapolis, Indiana  

Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas  

National Conference on Crime Prevention, Karisruhe, Germany  

The Oxbow School, Napa, California  

Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, Rhode Island, Artist Lecture, January 27. 

Ulrich Museum, Wichita State University, Wichita, Kansas, Tempus Fugit, February 6. 

United States House of Representatives "The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

Act: Keeping Kids and Communities Safe." Hearing panel member and presenter. 

Washington D.C. 

University of Central Oklahoma, Edmund, Oklahoma, February 12.  

 

2013 Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities 16th Annual Conference, 

Birkbeck Law School, University of London, England, “From Art to Activism: 

Performance, Photography and Documentary” 

California Public Defenders Association, Monterey, Calfornia, Keynote “Juvenile Justice:A 

Photographer’s View” 

Centre d'Action Laique, Charleroi, Belgium  

Hearst Distinguished Lecture, Florida International University, Miami, Florida  

Keynote Speaker, JEW/NSPA Spring National High School Journalism Convention, San 

Francisco Marriott Marquis, San Francisco, Calfornia 

Maison des Sciences de la Communication et l’Information,” Université Paris 8, Paris, 

France, “Photographie et documentaires: de l’art à l’activism.” 

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 76th Annual Conf, Seattle, WA 

Vera Voices Event at the Vera Institute of Justice, New York, NY, “Richard Ross Turns His 

Lens on the Juvenile Justice System”  

 

2012 Corwin Pavilion, UCSB, Santa Barbara, California  “Juvenile-in-Justice: An Interdisciplinary 

Documentary Project by UCSB Faculty and Students (as seen on PBS)”  

Interview, PBS Newshour, “Juvenile Education: Inside a Confined World,” Broadcast. 



 

 

Keynote “First Annual Justice for Youth Summit,” American University, Washington, D.C. 

Maine Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (JJAG), Portland, Massachusetts, Keynote Second 

Annual Lives in the Balance Conference: We’re Not Done Yet!, The Stakes are 

High: Breaking the School to Prison Pipeline. 

 National Symposium on Juvenile Services, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Pennsylvania State Law School “Brown Bag Lunch Discussion”, University Park, 

Pennsylvania. 

Seventh Annual National Working Conference, Coalition for Juvenile Justice, Washington, 

DC, Models for Change: Systems Reform in Juvenile Justice, December 3. 

 Seventh International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, Barcelona, Spain. 

UCLA, Los Angeles, California, Art as Moral Action: Impunity and Democracy, A Deep 

Failure of Imagination and Systematic Infliction and Deepening of Damage: 

Juvenile Justice in America. 

UCSB Research Mentorship Program, Santa Barbara, California  

Women In Government Conference, Portland, Oregon, “Outreach to Vulnerable 

Populations: Building Better Futures for America’s Teens & Young Adults”  

 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
2014 Gideon Award, California Public Defenders Associations 
 MacArthur Foundation, Publication Grant, Juvie Talk 
2013 American Library Association, Alex Award for one the 10 best adult books that appeal to  

teen audiences, “Juvenile in Justice.” 
 Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers, American Library Association, 

Young Adult Library Services Association  
2012 Forward Thinking Museum, Documentary Photography Award 

American Society of Magazine Editors, 2012 Winner for Best News and Documentary  
Photography 

2011 Juvenile-in-Justice, Investing in Artists Grant, Center for Cultural Innovation 
2010 Juvenile-in-Justice, Annie E. Casey Foundation Research Grant 
2009 Juvenile-in-Justice, Annie E. Casey Foundation Research Grant 
2008 Architecture of Authority, Financial Times of London’s Best Books of the Year 

Architecture of Authority, PDN Best Books of the year 
2007 Architecture of Authority, Guggenheim Fellowship, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial  

Foundation 
Architecture of Authority, Grantee, Lannan Foundation 
Architecture of Authority, Art Forum’s Top Ten Shows of 2007 

 


